Hajj Prayer

GOD’S FORGIVENESS

The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The
LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation." And Moses
quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. Exodus 34:5-8 ESV
God proclaimed that he forgives sins in Exodus 34:7. Muslims believe that they have sins and that they need God
to forgive them. They believe God will forgive their sins if they go on Hajj and stand on Mount Arafat and ask
Him to forgive their sins. The second day of the Hajj pilgrimage – Mount Arafat Day – is the most important day
of the Hajj. For it is on this day Muslims believe their major and minor sins are forgiven when they ask Allah for
mercy and forgiveness as they stand or sit near Mount Arafat. They believe that somehow this ritual is what God
requires to be forgiven of their sins.
However, God has revealed that only the Lord Jesus Christ has authority to forgive sins, as the following verses
describe:
And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring
him in and lay him before Jesus, but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on
the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. And when he saw
their faith, he said, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question,
saying, "Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" When Jesus
perceived their thoughts, he answered them, "Why do you question in your hearts? Which is easier, to say,
'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Rise and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins"--he said to the man who was paralyzed--"I say to you, rise, pick up your
bed and go home." And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and
went home, glorifying God. Luke 5:18-25 ESV
Glorify God for the Lord Jesus Christ who has authority to forgive sins!
Pray that this day – Mount Arafat Day – that God will grant that Muslims asking Him for forgiveness “may know
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”.

For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son,
that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly,
truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed
from death to life. John 5:22-24 ESV
Honor the Son to whom the Father has given all judgement!
Pray that this day – Mount Arafat Day – Muslims seeking forgiveness from
God will “honor the Son” who has been given all judgement so that they
may “not come into judgement” but pass “from death to life”.
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for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the
one who has faith in Jesus. Romans 3:23-26 ESV
Praise God for His grace, His righteousness, His redemption in Christ Jesus!
Pray that this day – Mount Arafat Day – Muslims asking God for forgiveness for their sins will receive by faith
“his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood”.

The following verses may help you exalt our Savior and Lord as you pray that Muslims will come to know
that their sins can only be forgiven as they trust in the Person and saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. Colossians 1:13-15 ESV
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that
you may be feared. Psalm 130:3-4 ESV
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his
ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender
mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high Luke 1:76-78 ESV
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and
said, "Take, eat; this is my body." And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them,
saying, "Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Matthew 26:26-28 ESV
and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,
and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. Luke 24:46-47 ESV
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
"Brothers, what shall we do?" And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to himself." Acts 2:37-39 ESV
Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,
and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law
of Moses. Acts 13:38-39 ESV
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth. Ephesians 1:7-10 ESV

